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Aims & Scope

Frontiers of Agricultural Science and Engineering (FASE) is an international journal, which 
is aimed to publish papers that advance the understanding of scientific, technological/
engineering, socioeconomic, institutional/policy and management factors that drive current 
and future agricultural productivity and sustainability. Our goal is to use FASE as a platform to 
foster scientific information flow, stimulate transdisciplinary inquiries that have strong multi-
disciplinary connections, and cultivate research and idea exchanges that address agricultural 
sustainability challenges regionally and globally.  

The Journal’s scope encompasses scientific disciplines pertinent to agricultural sciences and engineering 
with wide-ranging topics. Manuscripts addressing issues at levels from field to global are desirable, in 
order to underpin agricultural production, environmental protection and sustainable development, 
and link them with farm economic outcomes. To distinguish it from other journals in the field, FASE 
especially welcomes contributions that feature the integration of science, technology, policy and 
social impact related to research advances in agriculture and engineering. Preference will be given to 
manuscripts on scientific and technological innovations with policy dimensions that support sustainable 
intensification of agricultural development worldwide. In particular, FASE seeks holistic, comparative 
studies that examine differences and commonalities and explore science-, technology- and evidence-
based sustainable agricultural development solutions that are adaptable in different regions and/or 
nations, especially across the developing and developed economies. 

FASE is an open-access journal published quarterly with no page charges. Contributions may 
include cutting-edge research, science news, commentaries, perspectives, or reviews. In addition to 
publishing regular review and research articles, the journal also publishes ‘Hot Topic’ issues that 
focus on strategically selected subject matter of high impact, or emerging concerns to address future 
agricultural development pathways at regional and global levels, and are guest-edited by scientists in 
their areas of research.  Proposals for special issues are welcome and can be submitted any time.

All submitted manuscripts will be peer-reviewed before being considered for acceptance for 
publication.
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Hans LAMBERS: Prof. Hans Lambers 
has a BSc in Biochemistry, a Doctorandus 
degree in Microbiology and Plant 
Physiology, and a PhD (1979) in 
Plant physiology. He was appointed 
Professor of Ecophysiology at Utrecht 
University (1985) and migrated to 
Australia, to be appointed Professor 
of Plant Biology at the University 

of Western Australia. His research focuses on rhizosphere 
biology and mineral nutrition of Australian species and 
crop plants, seeking to discover how some Australian plants 
acquire phosphorus from depauperate soil and use it very 
efficiently.  He was elected to the Royal Netherlands Academy 
of Arts and Sciences (2003), and the Australian Academy of 
Science (2012). He was appointed as Distinguished Professor 
at the National Academy of Agriculture Green Development 
at China Agricultural University in 2018.

William J. DAVIES: Dr. William J.  Davies 
is a Distinguished Professor of Plant 
Biology at Lancaster University, UK and 
is currently President of the Global Plant 
Council. His research group develops 
interventions that might enhance global 
food security, while particularly focussing 
on understanding how crop plants might 
sustain yield under increasingly challenging 

environmental conditions. In 2009, the lab won a Queen’s Award 
for Innovation for work on sustainable resource use in agriculture. 
Recent work with CIMMYT has resulted in the development of new 
pre-breeding crop screening methods.  He has an interest in helping 
farmers profit from novel science and he directs a professional PG 
programme for those who work in the global food supply chain. He 
was Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Experimental Botany for 10 years 
and is Associate Editor of several other international journals. In 2011,  
he was awarded a CBE for services to science.

Yaofeng ZHAO: Prof. Yaofeng Zhao 
received his PhD degree in Animal 
Genetics and Breeding at China 
Agricultural University in 1998. 
From 1998 to 2006, he undertook 
his postdoctoral study in Karolinska 
Institute, Sweden. He returned to China 
Agricultural University in 2006 to 
continue independent academic study 

focusing on Animal Immunogenetics. Until now, he has published 
more than 100 papers in peer-reviewed international journals.

Peter VITOUSEK:  Prof. Peter Vitousek 
has been on the faculty at Stanford 
University since 1984.  His research 
interests include: evaluating the global 
cycles of nitrogen and phosphorus, and 
how they are altered by human activity; 
determining the effects of invasive species 
on the workings of whole ecosystems; 
and understanding how the interaction 

of land and culture contributed to the sustainability of Hawaiian 
society before European contact. He is a Fellow of the National 
Academy of Sciences and the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, and was awarded the 2010 Japan Prize.  He is co-director 
of the First Nations Futures Institute. 

Oene OENEMA: Prof. Oene Oenema 
was born on a small dairy farm and 
trained to become a dairy farmer. He 
has a BSc in Agronomy, a MSc in Soil 
Science and Plant Nutrition and a PhD in 
Marine Geochemistry. His research interest 
are in nutrient cycling and management 
in agro-ecosystems. From 1994, he has 
been professor in Nutrient Management 

and Soil Fertility at Wageningen University. From 2003, he is chair of 
the scientific committee on the nutrient management policy in the 
Netherlands. Since 2014, he has been a visiting professor at the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences, and from 2018, a distinguished 
professor at China Agricultural University. 

Long LI: Dr. Long Li is a Professor in 
Agro-ecology at China Agricultural 
University. He earned his PhD in China 
Agricultural University in 1999. He has 
endeavored to combine the knowledge 
of agricultural intercropping into more 
broaden context in ecology, particularly to 
link the crop diversity to agro-ecosystem 
functioning at levels from field to regional. 

His research interests involve in efficient resource utilization, root 
distribution, rhizosphere processes, biological N2 fixation and soil 
fertility driven by interspecific interactions between crop species. 

Fusuo ZHANG: Dr. Fusuo Zhang is Professor of Plant Nutrition at the China Agricultural University, 
Academician of the Chinese Academy of Engineering, and Dean of the School of Agriculture Green 
Development. His group has developed a series of integrated crop and nutrient management 
technologies to increase crop yield and improve nutrient use efficiency, while reduce environmental 
pollution. Through the vast network and governmental action the great changes have been made for 
transformation of agriculture in China. He has published over 400 peer-reviewed papers, including 
the prestige Science, Nature and PNAS, and received many national awards and international prizes. In 
2018, he received honorary doctorate from Wageningen University and Lancaster University. 
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